
National Dropout Prevention Network 

Crystal Star Award of Excellence in Dropout 

Recovery, Intervention, and Prevention Nominations 

Nominations for the National Dropout Prevention Network Crystal Star Award of 
Excellence in Dropout Recovery, Intervention, and Prevention are now being accepted.  We 
need your help in identifying and honoring outstanding programs and individuals in the field 
of dropout prevention. This packet contains all nomination forms for both Program and 
Individual Award nominations.  

The purpose of the National Dropout Prevention Network (NDPN) Award of Excellence in 
Dropout Recovery, Intervention, and Prevention is to identify and bring national recognition 
to outstanding programs or individuals that have made significant contributions to the 
advancement of the mission of the NDPN. 

The Crystal Star Awards of Excellence in Dropout Recovery, Intervention, and Prevention 
are open for nominations from anyone active in the field of dropout prevention. For a 
program or individual to be recognized, there must be a clear evidence of accomplishments 
contributing to effective dropout prevention strategies and work that furthers the mission of 
the Network.  

Forms and documents should be scanned and submitted electronically to John Gailer at 
jgailer@clemson.edu.  Questions and comments should be directed to John Gailer via email, 
jgailer@clemson.edu or telephone, 864-656-2675. 

National Dropout Prevention Center/Network 
Clemson University, 209 Martin Street, Clemson, SC 29631-1555 

864-656-2599, FAX: 864-656-0136, ndpc@clemson.edu, www.dropoutprevention.org 

Nominations Due: June 30, 2015



Individual Award Criteria and Instructions 

In order to be nominated for a Crystal Star Award of Excellence in Dropout Recovery, Intervention, and Prevention, an 
individual must be an established professional with at least seven years of service in the area of dropout prevention.  This 
service can be in a formal education system or with a nonprofit or community-based agency.  Each member of the 
nominating team must have a minimum of three years of service in the field of dropout prevention.  Nominees for the 
award must have contributed toward the demonstrable success of a program in the area of dropout recovery, intervention, 
or prevention. 

Instructions 
1. Nominations for an Individual to receive a Crystal Star Award of Excellence must be made by a team of at least three

individuals with at least three years in the field.
2. The nominating  team  should  complete  the  “Individual Nomination Form.”
3. Each member of the team must send an email explaining their own reasons for supporting the nomination.  These

emails or letters of support are considered confidential to the panel of judges that evaluate the nomination.
4. Together, the nominating team should submit a narrative highlighting at least three examples of the nominee’s

exemplary practices from those listed below (please use the phrase describing the criteria chosen as the header for that
section).  The  narrative  should  incorporate  evidence  of  success  of  the  nominee’s  efforts  and  service and be no more
than five pages in length. The ideal candidate for a Crystal Star Award performs his/her job in an exemplary manner,
provides strong leadership in dropout prevention efforts, and:

establishes a continuing process of evaluating goals and objectives to provide an organizational structure that 
allows each school to develop a learning environment which ensures quality education for all students 
works effectively with all groups in the community to create a caring and supportive environment where youth 
can thrive and achieve 
works effectively to create a safe environment for learning 
works to develop and initiate family engagement 
promotes early childhood education 
works to develop, promote, and  implement literacy 
works to develop and implement mentoring and tutoring programs 
works effectively with at-risk students, teachers, administrators, parents, and the community to involve students 
in service-learning activities 
works to develop and implement alternative learning environments for at-risk students 
promotes after-school opportunities to expand the knowledge base of at-risk students 
promotes and implements professional development programs focused on issues related to teaching and working 
with at-risk students 
works to develop and initiate active learning methods of instruction to help at-risk students find new and creative 
ways to solve problems, achieve success, and become lifelong learners 
works effectively to integrate technology into the curriculum and also to provide enrichment opportunities for 
students 
works to develop and initiate an individualized learning plan for at-risk students 
establishes career and technology programs that recognize that youth need specific skills to prepare them to 
measure  up  to  the  larger  demands  of  today’s  workplace 

5. The Individual Nomination Form and narrative must be emailed together prior to the deadline for award
nominations. Supportive emails must arrive separately from the email address of the writer prior to the deadline for
award nominations.

A panel of judges will review each individual nomination for the Crystal Star Awards of Excellence in Dropout Recovery, 
Intervention and Prevention according to the criteria and process listed above.  The Crystal Star Awards will be presented 
at the National Dropout Prevention Network Conference.  Award winners will be provided with free registration for the 
conference  and  complimentary  one  night’s  stay  in  the  conference hotel. 



Crystal Star Awards of Excellence 
Individual Award Nomination Form 

Please&refer&to&the&Individual)Award)Criteria)and)Instructions&for&submitting&your&nomination.&

Nominee’s!Name:______________________________________________!Position:_________________________________!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Agency/School!District:__________________________________________________________________________________!!

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

City/State/Zip!Code:_____________________________________________Telephone:______________________________!!

Fax:__________________________________________________________EEmail:__________________________________!!

Years!of!Service!in!Dropout!Prevention:_____________________________________________________________________!!

With!what!Agencies:____________________________________________________________________________________!

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________!

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________!
!
PERSON'SUBMITTING'NOMINATION:!
Name:______________________________________________________!Position:__________________________________!!

Agency/School!District:__________________________________________________________________________________!!!

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

City/State/Zip!Code:___________________________________________Telephone:________________________________!!

Fax:________________________________________________________EEmail:____________________________________!!

Years!in!Service:________________!Where?_________________________________________________________________!

SUPPORTING'NOMINATION:''(required)'
Name:______________________________________________________Position:___________________________________!!

Agency/School!District:__________________________________________________________________________________!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

City/State/Zip!Code:____________________________________________________________________________________! !

Telephone:__________________________________________________EEmail:____________________________________!

Years!in!Service:________________!Where?!_________________________________________________________________!

SUPPORTING'NOMINATION:''(required)'
Name:_____________________________________________________!Position:___________________________________!

Agency/School!District:__________________________________________________________________________________!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

City/State/Zip!Code:____________________________________________________________________________________! !

Telephone:_________________________________________________!EEmail:_____________________________________!

Years!of!Service:________________!Where?_________________________________________________________________!

!
The!Individual'Nomination'Form!and!narrative!must!be!emailed!together!prior!to!the!deadline!for!
award!nominations.!Supportive!emails!must!arrive!separately!from!the!email!address!of!the!writer!prior!
to!the!deadline!for!award!nominations.!Forms!and!documents!should!be!scanned!and!submitted!
electronically!to!John!Gailer!at!jgailer@clemson.edu.!!
!



Program Award Criteria and Instructions 

,Q�RUGHU�WR�EH�QRPLQDWHG�IRU�D�&U\VWDO�6WDU�$ZDUG�RI�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�'URSRXW�5HFRYHU\��,QWHUYHQWLRQ��DQG�3UHYHQWLRQ��D�
SURJUDP�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�RSHUDWLRQ�IRU�D�PLQLPXP�RI�WKUHH�\HDUV��KDYH�HPSLULFDO�GDWD�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�HIIHFWLYHQHVV��DQG�
KDYH�LPSOHPHQWHG�DW�OHDVW�ILYH�RI�WKH�VWUDWHJLHV�OLVWHG�EHORZ��
�
Instructions 
�� 7KH�QRPLQDWLQJ�WHDP�RU�LQGLYLGXDO�VKRXOG�FRPSOHWH�WKH�³Program Nomination Form�´��
�� 7KH�QRPLQDWLQJ�WHDP�RU�LQGLYLGXDO�VKRXOG�FUDIW�D�narrative GHVFULELQJ�WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�DQG�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�

QRPLQDWHG��7KH�QDUUDWLYH�PXVW�EH�VXEPLWWHG�LQ�0LFURVRIW�:25'�IRUPDW�XVLQJ����SRLQW�7LPHV�1HZ�5RPDQ�IRQW��
VLQJOH�VSDFHG�ZLWK�RQH�LQFK�PDUJLQV�DQG�VKRXOG�QRW�H[FHHG����SDJHV���,W�VKRXOG�EH�FRQVWUXFWHG�DV�IROORZV��

I. 3URJUDP�$EVWUDFW��2QH�SDJH��VLQJOH�VSDFHG�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�SURJUDP�DQG�VWDWLVWLFV�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�
HIIHFWLYHQHVV��

II. 3URJUDP�*RDOV�DQG�3XUSRVH�
III. 2EMHFWLYHV�RI�WKH�3URJUDP�
IV. 7DUJHW�3RSXODWLRQ�
V. 'HVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURJUDP¶V�XVH�RI�UHVHDUFKHG�EDVHG�VWUDWHJLHV���0XVW�DGGUHVV�DW�OHDVW�ILYH�RI�WKH�

IROORZLQJ��SOHDVH�XVH�KHDGLQJV�IRU�HDFK�VWUDWHJ\���
� Systemic Renewal:�$�FRQWLQXLQJ�SURFHVV�RI�HYDOXDWLQJ�JRDOV�DQG�REMHFWLYHV�UHODWHG�WR�VFKRRO�SROLFLHV��

SUDFWLFHV��DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�VWUXFWXUHV�DV�WKH\�LPSDFW�D�GLYHUVH�JURXS�RI�OHDUQHUV�LV�SURYLGHG��
School-Community Collaboration:�7KH�SURJUDP�ZRUNV�ZLWK�D�YDULHW\�RI�JURXSV�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WR�
HVWDEOLVK�FROOHFWLYH�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�VFKRRO�DQG�WR�SURYLGH�D�VWURQJ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�WR�VXVWDLQ�D�FDULQJ�
HQYLURQPHQW�ZKHUH�\RXWK�FDQ�WKULYH�DQG�DFKLHYH��
Safe Learning Environments:�&UHDWH�D�OHDUQLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�WKDW�SURYLGHV�GDLO\�H[SHULHQFHV��DW�DOO�JUDGH�
OHYHOV��ZKLFK�HQKDQFH�SRVLWLYH�VRFLDO�DWWLWXGHV�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�VNLOOV�LQ�DOO�VWXGHQWV��
Family Engagement:�6FKRRO�SODQQLQJ�WHDPV�UHFHLYH�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�KHOS�SDUHQWV�DQG�RWKHU�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV�EHFRPH�DFWLYH�DQG�LQIRUPHG�SDUWQHUV�LQ�KHOSLQJ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�SXUVXH�DQG�DFKLHYH�WKHLU�
HGXFDWLRQDO�JRDOV��)DPLO\�PHPEHUV�DUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�ZRUNVKRSV�DQG�PHHWLQJV�WR�JDLQ�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�VNLOOV��
Early Childhood Education:�6WXGHQWV�LGHQWLILHG�DV�DW�ULVN�DW�D�\RXQJ�DJH�UHFHLYH�WKH�EHVW�SRVVLEOH�
FODVVURRP�LQVWUXFWLRQ�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKHLU�VFKRRO�H[SHULHQFH��
Early Literacy Development:�(DUO\�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�WR�KHOS�ORZ�DFKLHYLQJ�VWXGHQWV�LPSURYH�WKHLU�UHDGLQJ�
DQG�ZULWLQJ�VNLOOV��HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�HIIHFWLYH�OHDUQLQJ�LQ�DOO�VXEMHFWV�DUH�IRVWHUHG��
Mentoring/Tutoring:�2QH�WR�RQH�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�D�PHQWRULQJ�RU�WXWRULQJ�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�XWLOL]HG��
Service-Learning:�0HDQLQJIXO�FRPPXQLW\�VHUYLFH�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�DFDGHPLF�OHDUQLQJ��SHUVRQDO�JURZWK�
DQG�FLYLF�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DUH�FRQQHFWHG��
Alternative Schooling:�$OWHUQDWLYH�DFDGHPLF�DQG�YRFDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV��YDULHG�OHDUQLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWV�DQG�
IOH[LEOH�VFKHGXOLQJ�WR�PHHW�LGHQWLILHG�QHHGV�RI�VWXGHQWV�DUH�RIIHUHG���
After-School Opportunities:�6WXGHQWV�DUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�DFWLYLWLHV�GXULQJ�DIWHU�VFKRRO�RU�VXPPHU�
VHVVLRQV��VWXG\�VNLOOV��HQULFKPHQW�HYHQWV��DQG�DFFHOHUDWHG�FRXUVHV���
Professional Development:�7KH�VWDII�LV�HQJDJHG�LQ�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�UHVHDUFK�WKDW�
FRQWULEXWH�WR�H[HPSODU\�WHDFKLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�GURSRXW�SUHYHQWLRQ��
Active Learning:�6WXGHQWV�DUH�HPSRZHUHG�WR�ILQG�QHZ�DQG�FUHDWLYH�ZD\V�WR�VROYH�SUREOHPV��DFKLHYH�
VXFFHVV��DQG�EHFRPH�OLIHORQJ�OHDUQHUV��
Educational Technology:�6WXGHQWV�DUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�DXWKHQWLF�OHDUQLQJ��DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�LV�XVHG�WR�DGGUHVV�
PXOWLSOH�LQWHOOLJHQFHV�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�VW\OHV���
Individualized Instruction:�&RPSRQHQWV�DUH�FXVWRPL]HG�WR�PHHW�WKH�YDULRXV�QHHGV�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WR�KHOS�
VWXGHQWV�GHYHORS�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�OHDUQLQJ��
Career and Technical Education:�2SSRUWXQLWLHV�DUH�SURYLGHG�WR�OHDUQ�WKH�VNLOOV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�PHDVXUH�XS�
WR�WKH�ODUJHU�GHPDQGV�RI�WRGD\¶V�ZRUNSODFH��

VI. ,QGLFDWRUV�RI�(IIHFWLYHQHVV��H�J���LPSURYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�GURSRXW�UDWH��LQFUHDVHG�DFDGHPLF�DFKLHYHPHQW��IHZHU��������
GLVFLSOLQH�UHIHUUDOV��DQG�RU�LPSURYHG�DWWHQGDQFH��

VII. (YDOXDWLRQ²KRZ�WKH�SURJUDP�LV�HYDOXDWHG�DQG�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�HYDOXDWHG�
VIII. /HVVRQV�OHDUQHG²VKDUH�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�OHDUQHG�WKDW�PD\�EHQHILW�RWKHUV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�VLPLODU�

SURJUDP�
�

�� 7KH�Program Nomination Form�DQG�narrative�PXVW�EH�HPDLOHG together�SULRU�WR�WKH�GHDGOLQH�IRU�DZDUG�
QRPLQDWLRQV���

�
$�SDQHO�RI�MXGJHV�ZLOO�UHYLHZ�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�QRPLQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�&U\VWDO�6WDU�$ZDUGV�RI�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�'URSRXW�5HFRYHU\��
,QWHUYHQWLRQ�DQG�3UHYHQWLRQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FULWHULD�DQG�SURFHVV�OLVWHG�DERYH����
�
�

�
,,����



Crystal Star Awards of Excellence 
Program Award Nomination Form 

Please&refer&to&the&Program'Award'Criteria'and'Instructions'for&submitting&your&nomination.&
&
Name!of!Program:______________________________________________________________________________________!

Agency/School!District:__________________________________________________________________________________!!

Contact!Person:________________________________________Position:_________________________________________!

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________!

City/State/Zip!Code:____________________________________________________________________________________!

Telephone!Number:_____________________________________Fax:!____________________________________________!

EFmail:________________________________________________________________________________________________!

How!long!has!the!program!been!in!operation?_______________!Is!it!in!operation!at!multiple!sites?_____________________!

Date!of!last!evaluation:___________________________________________________________________________________!

Describe!data!used!to!assess!effectiveness:__________________________________________________________________!

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________!

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________!

!
Person!Submitting!Nomination:!
Name:________________________________________________Position:_________________________________________!

Agency/School!District:__________________________________________________________________________________!

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________!

City/State/Zip!Code:_____________________________________________________________________________________!

Telephone!Number:_____________________________________Fax:_____________________________________________!

EFmail:________________________________________________________________________________________________!

!
Who!Should!Be!Notified!of!Award!Committee’s!Decision!
Name:_______________________________________________Position:__________________________________________!

Agency/School!District:__________________________________________________________________________________!!!

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________!

City/State/Zip!Code:_____________________________________________________________________________________!!

Telephone!Number:____________________________________Fax:______________________________________________!!!

EFmail:________________________________________________________________________________________________!

!

The!Program!Nomination!Form!and!narrative!must!be!emailed!together!prior!to!the!deadline!for!award!
nominations.!Forms!and!documents!should!be!scanned!and!submitted!electronically!to!John!Gailer!at!
jgailer@clemson.edu.!!

!
!


